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lllinois Athletic Trainers head to Washington D.C. to
fight for healthcare rights of lllinois patients

| ATA fights for passage of HR1137 in 2010 restoring healthcare coverage
for critical services provided by Athletic Trainers

SPRINGFIELD, IL — The lllinois Athletic Trainers Association (IATA) isurging
congress to support legislation that would restore coverage of medical treatment provided
by Athletic Trainers. The Athletic Trainers Equal Accessto Medicare Act of 2009 (HR
1137) would alow physicians to determine the best possible treatment for their patients
and ensure those treatments are covered by the insurance companies.

“Thisbill is about providing the best available careto all patients,” IATA President Mike
Sullivan said. “Athletic Trainers are licensed healthcare professionals that provide
valuable servicesin physician’s offices around the nation in addition to businesses,
schools and athletic training facilities. They perform many services, yet patients are
denied access to their care in many cases because insurance companies no longer cover
the costs.

Considering the wealth of problems our healthcare system faces, patients need access to
quality, affordable healthcare options and our leaders in Washington need to ensure we
all have that option. Professional athletestrust athletic trainers to manage their health
and wellness, in addition to treating their injuries. | believe everyone should have access
to that level of care.”

IATA President Mike Sullivan, President Elect Mike Overturf and Governmental Affairs
Director Steve Mclnerney are part of anational delegation of Athletic Trainers scheduled
to meet with lawmakers on Wednesday, Feb. 23. The bill is currently in committee.

There are approximately 1500 Athletic Trainersin Illinois providing heath carein a
variety of settings including high school and collegiate athletics, rehabilitation clinics,
physician clinics, professional athletics, hospitals, businesses, military, performing arts
and industry. As healthcare costs continue to rise and the shortage of nurses and other
health care workers increases, Athletic Trainersarein gr
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In addition to treating athletes on and off the field, Athletic Trainers have the knowledge
to address diverse medical needs including:

Acute care of injuries

Therapeutic exercise/rehabilitation of injuries

Genera medical conditions and disabilities

Health and wellness issues

Recommendation of appropriate use of over the counter medications
Nutritional aspects of injury and illness

Psychological intervention and referral

“The bottom line is physicians should be able to decide the best course of treatment for
their patients. That’s what we're fighting for,” Sullivan added.
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